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Command Chrono l ogy 01 JUN 06 to · 30 JON 06 
Section I: Administration 

UNIT DESIGNATION 
Reporting Unit Code: 12230 
Location: Hurricane Point, Ar Ramadi, Iraq 

PERSONNEL INFORMATION 

COMMANDING OFFICER -EXECUTIVE OFFI CER -SUBORDINATE COMMANDERS . -KILO COMPANY --WEAPONS COMPANY ---H & S COMPANY -
PRINCIPAL STAFF MEMBERS 
S - 1 

-S-3 -S-3A 

S-4 

S - 6 -AIR OFFICER 
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01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 
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01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

01 JUN 06 - 30 JON 06 
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. 01 JUN 06- 30 JON 06 

01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 
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01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

01 JUN 06 - 09 JUN 06 
09 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 



FACS 

BATTALI ON SURGEON ----MEDICAL OFFICER ----CHAPLAIN 

COMMAND HISTORIAN 

. 01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 
01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

SERGEANT MAJOR AND SENIOR ENLISTED 
SERGEANT MAJOR - 01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

- 01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

- 01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

- 01 J UN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

WEAPONS COMPANY - 01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

- 01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 

- 01 JUN 06 - 30 JUN 06 



AVERAGE TASK FORCE STRENGTH 

MARINE OFFICER: 49 

MARINE ENLISTED: 867 

NAVY OFFICER: 5 

NAVY ENLISTED: 58 

CIVILIAN: 3 

ARMY OFFICER: 1 

ARMY ENLISTED: 12 

AIR FORCE ENLISTED: 1 

AVERAGE TOTAL STRENGTH: 991 

LEGAL 

BATTALION NJPS: 4 

SUMMARY COURT MARTIALS: 1 

SPECIAL COURT MARTIALS: 0 

GENERAL COURT MARTIALS: 0 

INVESTIGATIONS: 7 TOTAL: 1 EOF, 3 MISSING GEAR, 2 LINE OF DUTY 
MISCONDUCT, 1 LAW OF WAR VIOLATION, 1 FRATRICIDE 

DETENTION OPERATIONS: 24 DETAINEES PROCESSED 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE: 12 MARINES 

AWARDS APPROVED BY THE BN CO 

LETTERS OF APPRECIATION: 0 

MERITORIOUS MASTS: 0 

CERTIFICATE OF COMMENDATION: 13 

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL: 14 

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL WITH COMBAT "V": 4 

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS COMMENDATION MEDAL: 0 

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS COMMENDATION MEDAL WITH COMBAT "V": 2 



S-2 

Command Chronology 01 JUN 06 to 30 JUN 06 
Section II: Narrative Summary 

During the month of June the Intelligence Shop began to shift 
its' focus from targeting individual insurgents to targeting leadership 
cells as well as individuals who provide monetary support to the 
insurgency in Ramadi. This shift, in conjunction with The Battalion's 
aggressive targeting and patrolling operations in zone, succeeded in 
disrupting the enemy in places that they have been historically safe 
and unaffected by coalition force presence. The cornerstone of this 
shift was the link analysis chart that laid out the hierarchy of 
insurgent leaders operating throughout Ramadi. With the assistance of 
this product numerous targets were disrupted and six were detained 
during the month of June. Furthermore, with the establishment of new 
Observation Posts (OP) throughout the city the enemy is now unable to 
move freely through the battle space and is geographically limited to 
where they can orchestrate attacks. 

This fundamental shift in intelligence gathering was also 
instrumental in the Battalion's final preparations for an operat,ion to 
deny the enemy the use of the Ramadi General Hospital. The operational 
intelligence for this mission was refined to the point where every 
individual participating in the operation had a complete understanding 
of the importance of the hospital as an insurgent command and control 
node. The Intelligence Shop created numerous smart books explaining the 
layout of the hospital as well as key insurgent leadership targets that 
Coalition Forces could expect to encounter there. 

Towards the middle of June, the Intelligence Shop hosted the pre
deployment team for 1/6, the Marine Battalion that will be relieving 
3/8 in September. Representatives from the Intelligence Shop answered 
questions and presented 1/6 with files and programs outlining Standard 
Operation Procedures (SOP), known insurgent cells, and current 
intelligence trends. Plans for the seamless transition between 
intelligence shops were discussed and refined. More importantly, a 
detailed schedule was created to aid the 1/6 Advance Party in the 
transition to the Ramadi battle space. 

Future operations of the Intelligence Shop will consist of 
constant revision to the targeting operations being launched, continued 
disruption of the enemy in zone, continued development of the "Green 
Zone• as well as preparation for the arrival of the 1/6 PDSS. 

S-3 

The Operations Section continues to support enduring tasks within 
3/8 battle space. The enduring tasks in zone consist of the following 
types of operations: Mounted/Dismounted Patrols, snap vehicle 
checkpoints, ambush patrols, over watch positions, fixed site security, 
census patrols, mosque monitoring, and cordon and searches. The Combat 
Operations Center (COC) provided command and control to several 
significant events throughout the battle space. These significant 
events include Iraqi Police (IP) screenings, multiple complex attacks 
against fixed site positions, and detainment of possible insurgents 
within the battle space. 

June proved to be a month in which the Operations Section focused 
on continued AO development and the effort to continue ties with the 
local, governmental, and religious populace. The Battalion focused 



heavily on its' enduring tasks in zone. The Operations Section 
conducted initial Pre-Deployment briefs with 1/6's PDSS. 1/6 PDSS got 
an opportunity to conduct initial assessments of their future battle 
space and interact with TF 3/8 staff and companies. 

Task Force 3/8 was engaged in continued combat operations during 
the month of June. The 1st Brigade Combat Team (1BCT) began its surge 
operation in zone in the Southern portion of the Brigade's battle 
space. The Operations Section planned and coordinated several company 
level operations to support the brigade main effort during this surge. 
The operations consisted of ambush patrols, over watch positions and 
mounted screening missions in order to interdict enemy movements 
against the brigade main effort. During this period significant 
changes occurred to the Battalion's boundaries. The southern boundary 
was shifted North to-sth Street and the Eastern boundary was shifted to 
Jordan Street. 

The Operations Officer and the Assistant Operations Officer 
assisted in the delivery of aviation ordnance on three different 
occasions while conducting operations in the COC. This ordnance 
consisted of (2) Laser Mavericks and (1) 20mm strafing run. Debriefs 
and After Actions were conducted within the S-3 following each 
significant event. The Forward Air Controllers (FAC) continued to 
rotate every eight days through OP Horea. The FAC's continue to 
support TF Dagger missions and Battalion quick reaction force missions 
as required. The FAC's continue to support enduring task in zone. 

The Electronic Warfare Officer continues to implement the 
Chameleon into the Battalion rolling stock. The Operations Section 
continues to develop TTP's for the best implementation of this 
electronic countermeasure during urban combat operations. The 
Electronic Warfare Officer continues to conduct cross boundary 
coordination with adjacent units in the utilization of Chameleons in 
the vicinity of the Battalion contiguous boundaries. 

The Operations Section also held a section coordination meeting 
for future planning guidance and mid deployment after-action guidance. 
The S-3 published the Reset the Force FRAGO. The Marines of the 
Operations Section cycled through the required classes. The S-3/Future 
Plans cell focused its final planning efforts in May on refinement of 
Operation GENERAL HOSPITAL. The S-3 and S-3A completed the Mid-term 
After-Action Review for the Battalion. The Operations Section also 
presented "The Way Ahead Brief" for Mid-term training cycle, 
Redeployment, and Warrior Transition to the Battalion Commander. 

S-4 

The S-4 Section continued conducting operations while making 
necessary adjustments as the 2nd Brigade Combat Team (2BCT) completed 
their Relief in Place (RIP)/ Turnover of Authority (TOA) with the 1st 
Brigade Combat Team (1BCT). The focus of the month shifted to 
preparations for future offensive and administrative operations. The 
operations S-4 planned for was the taking of .Objective HAWK, the 
establishment of COP Hawk, and Operation GENERAL HOSPITAL. These 
operations required a considerable amount of resources to be staged in 
support of this mission. A logistics/engineering synchronization 
matrix was created for efficiency as there were over 145 Marines, 
Sailors and Soldiers from 7 different units. This matrix was developed 
on the same concept of ship-to-shore movement and gave a step-by-step 
breakdown of all facets of the operation with detailed instructions and 
departure times. In conjunction with the development of the 



synchronization matrix, the S-4 Section focused on the coordination and 
collection of the required assets to complete the project. 

While planning the high profile operations for Objective HAWK, 
the transfer of Snake Pit continued to move forward as the Intent to 
Transfer and Property Closure notifications were approved by MEF. In 
addition, the G-8 conducted an Environmental Assessment of Snake Pit 
and the draft FLIPL was submitted to MEF. The transfer of Snake Pit to 
the 2-1-7 Iraqi Army will be the first base transfer in MNF-W. 

Significant logistical information for the Battalion was compiled 
and entered into the MAGTF Deployment Support Systems (MDSS) II by the 
Battalion Embarkation Non-Commissioned Officer. The process requires a 
significant amount of time to complete and the Embark NCO will have 
this project completed by 04 July. This purpose of this task is to 
ensure that future units that assume 3/B's current area of operations 
will have the critical logistical information that they need. 

Additionally during the month of June, there were two separate 
ammunition malfunctions. The first malfunction involved linked 40mm 
rounds fired from a Mk-19 40mm Machine Gun. These rounds detonated 
approximately 2-3 meters from the muzzle of the weapon injuring the 
Gunner and the A-Gunner. Both Marines made ·a full recovery, but the s-
4 shop published an Ammunition Malfunction report and immediately 
initiated a local suspension of the lot of ammunition, Lot # MA98J104-
002. This suspension was upgraded by MARCORSYSCOM to a world wide 
suspension of this lot until an inve~tigation can be completed on the 
entire lot. Additionally, on 15 June, a gunner from Weapons Company 
had a White Star Cluster misfire and the propellant ruptured out of the 
side of the launch tube, causing third degree burns on the Marine's 
hand. Upon investigation, the malfunction was deemed to be caused by a 
dent in the side of the tube preventing the projectile from fully 
exiting. A malfunction report was submitted, but no suspension was put 
in effect. 

The Maintenance Section shifted gears in mid month with the 
release of the Head Quarters Marine Corps (HQMC) approved MAGTF 
Equipment Density List (EDL) . The section ensured that the adjusted 
allowances were properly reflected on the LM2. The Table of Authorized 
Material (TAM) and Daily Process Reports continued to shrink as the 
maintenance cycle time decreased. The Maintenance section continued to 
be the main facilitator of Chameleon installs at the Regional Support 
Center at Camp Ramadi as directed by the Electronic Warfare Officer 
(EWO) . The availability of Al-Taqqadum maintenance runs were reduced 
due to the lack of convoy support within the new Brigade Combat Team 
(BCT) . 54th Engineers provided convoy support on occasion and will 
continue to support as needed. 

The second Consolidated Memorandum Receipt (CMR) Reconciliation 
was conducted by Supply for each account in the Battalion. The Supply 
section also filled 93% of the 400 Rapid Requests received for the 
month. Over $3,000,000 worth of contracts was submitted through the 
Warfighter Open Purchase Request Router (WOPRR) for non-system services 
and equipment that were deemed combat essential. Supply continued to 
provide run support for re-supply missions and periodic task organized 
convoys. In response to the Equipment Density List (EDL), Supply 
documented all excess equipment and reported this equipment to I Marine 
Expeditionary Force (MEF) by the Table of Authorized Material (TAM) 
letter designator. 

The Field Mess Section continued to support 600 plus Marines by 
providing three meals per day. Two of these meals were prepared and 
served hot to the Marines and Sailors on Hurricane Point, Snake Pit and 



ECP's. Every four days, the Mess Section pushed dry goods and water to 
Government Center and OP Horea in support of Kilo and India Companies, 
respectively. Everyday, two Mess Marines prepared and accompanied chow 
from Camp Ramadi to Hurricane Point. 

As new vehicles arrive, the Motor Transport Section implemented a 
plan to recall all Theater Provide Equipment (TPE) HMMWVs that were 
slated for replacement during the Equipment Density List (EDL) 
validation. Twenty-one vehicles were recalled, inspected, staged and 
distributed to the Battalion. The Motor Transport Section facilitated 
more than 160 repairs, evacuated three vehicles to Al Taqqadum for 
maintenance, ensured the proper modification of twenty turrets and 
replaced a transmission at the 501st Maintenance Battalion Facility on 
Camp Ramadi. 

The Armory repaired over fifty-five optics and weapons for the 
Battalion and utilized the Intermediate Maintenance Activity (IMA) in 
Al Taqaddum for another eighteen. They also provided contact teams for 
Government Center, Blue Diamond and North ECP on multiple occasions. 
The Armory also conducted sixteen Limited Technical Inspections (LTI) 
on Crew Served Weapons and performed Preventative Maintenance Checks 
and Services (PMCS) on four SMAW systems. Range support was provided 
by the Armory for the Guard Force's BZO Range at Hurricane Point. 

Combat Train conducted over forty-eight convoys in which they 
provided security to Combat Engineers as they placed over 300 barriers 
and a security gate at Government Center. During the month, Combat 
Train provided assets for over ten recovery missions. These recoveries 
successfully transported a Cougar and two Buffalos that were damaged by 
Improvised Explosive Devices and rendered the vehicles incapable of 
moving on their own. Combat Train also gained two recovery assets - a 
PLS Wrecker and a drop rack PLS. 

Log Train continued to conduct runs to Hurricane Point and Snake Pit 
twice a day to deliver required logistical and life support. During 
the month of May, Log Train pushed over 60 pallets of water to HP along 
with over 12,000 gallons of JP8. Twice a week, laundry is picked up 
and dropped off from Hurricane Point and Snake Pit. Additionally, the 
Log Train escorts PX personnel to both locations three times per week. 
Log Train continues to escort the TOIFOR personnel for service of port
a-johns and trash bins and the Water Truck for resupply to Snake Pit. 
Log Train also continues to serve as the main shuttle between the FOBs 
and Camp Ramadi. 

S-6 

The month of June brought with it new communication requirements 
put in place by 1BCT. A few of the larger issues included the Brigade 
fires net re-transmission requirement, and the addition of new radio 
nets to the battalion's CEOI. The S-6 also successfully added the 
TMCC, Sheriff, and the MEF CMD radio nets to the battalion CEOI. 

During the first week of the month, there were several instances 
of viruses popping up on local computers. The viruses on the network 
caused 1BCT to dictate that all computers would have Symantec Antivirus 
10 with updated virus definitions. 

Early in the morning on 06 June, a trip flare was set off on the 
outer perimeter of the base. The trip flare set the grass on fire and 
caused a 26-pair cable to melt. The phone services for Corum, CAG, HET, 
STA1 and Weapons Company were down until the 26-pair cable was 
replaced. Also damaged in this incident was a CX-13295 fiber cable. 



It was partially damaged, and didn't stop working until two days 
passedi it was also replaced. 

The fiber that provides SIPR, NIPR, and Voice for the battalion 
represents a single point of failure. If the fiber gets cut at any 
point in time, the fiber may take a considerable amount of time to 
replace or re-splice. The wire section saw this vulnerability and 
established a contingency plan for the fiber. They created a MRC-142 
plan to place SIPR and Voice on the MRC-142 in the case of a broken 
fiber. They executed a practice run of their plan on 07 June. On 16 
June, the fiber was cut and their plan was put to use. When the 
determination was made. to put the MRC-142 online, it took 45 minutes to 
entirely setup the MRC-142 and put SIPR and Voice back online. Late in 
the morning, the fiber was re-spliced at Blue Diamond, and the services 
were transitioned back onto the fiber. 

on 11 June, the wire section stacked the RMCs onto the same modem 
group. The two RMCs in use previously occupied modem groups 1 and 3. 
Modem group one is now free. This was done to provide an open modem 
group in the case .that we setup a drop and insert RMC at OP VA. 

On 14 and 15 June, the tech shop conducted Limited Technical 
Inspections (LTis) on various vehicles throughout the battalion. The 
LTis were conducted to ensure that the radio systems in Chameleon 
vehicles were operating properly. The Chameleon ECM system has been 
known to cause problems with reception. Also, during that time a SNCO 
from the Comm section went to OP Horea to oversee the transfer of gear 
from Kilo Company to India Company.· 

The EPLRS network for the battalion was expanded during the 
second half of the month. EPLRS was installed at the Government Center 
on 16 June and was installed at OP Horea on 20 June. The EPLRS located 
at the Government Center is being used primarily as a repeater for OP 
Horea. The installation of the EPLRS radios required several trips out 
to improve the performance of the systems. There were two important 
lessons learned from the EPLRS installations. The first and most 
obvious one is that the higher the antenna is the better the reception 
is. The second lesson learned is that you can't remote the radio too 
far from the antenna. EPLRS radios work better and more consistently 
when connected to a short RF cable. A long CAT-5 cable should be 
constructed to remote the EPLRS services into the COC. 

On 24 June, the RF cables from on top of .the battalion COC were 
swapped out. The average RF cable length is approximately 150. Due to 
the large length of cable, several RF cables needed to be connected to 
each other. An open purchase was made for long lengths of RF cable. 
The tech shop fabricated custom length cables in orde~ to make seamless 
RF cables running into the COC thereby improving the audio quality of 
the radio nets. 

On 25 June, a thorough search was conducted for the missing PRC-
148 serial number 20810. It could not be located. A COMSEC incident 
report was submitted to the local EKMS manager on 26 June. Also, on 26 
June, two OE-254s were temp loaned to Lima Company in preparation for 
their move from Snakepit to the JCC. The antennas will allow Lima 
Company to have a seamless transition from one facility to another. 

CHAPLAIN 

The Battalion Religious Ministry Team (RMT) provided ministry to 
two Marine KIA and eight Marine WIA during the month of June, and 
conducted two memorial services. The RMT also provided reset the force 
training in Combat Stress Prevention, Suicide Prevention, and Core 



Values to all Marines and sailors. The Battalion Chaplain and RP 
visited and provided ministry to Marines and sailors at Government 
Center, North and South Entry Control Points, Camp Ramadi, Camp Blue 
Diamond, OP VA and Snake Pit. Roman Catholic and Protestant services 
were facilitated for Hurricane Point and Snake Pit. Eastern Orthodox 
Services in support of Ramadi area were conducted at Hurricane Point 
and Camp Ramadi. Conducted twenty-six (26) marital counselings, twenty 
(20) stress related counselings, and nine (9) grief related 
counselings. Toys and supplies were distributed to local Iraqi 
schools and hospitals in conjunction with charitable contributions to 
further support local ministries. The RMT also began preparing for 
Return and Reunion and Warrior Transition Training. 

MEDICAL 

The BAS continues to see sick call for the Marines of 3/8 as well 
as its attachments. The I MEF Psychologist from Fallujah visited the 
battalion's AO and saw several patients suffering from varying degrees 
of combat stress and taught Combat Stress Classes to the Marines and 
Sailors. The structured nine day FMF PQS class continues to prepare the 
3/8 Corpsmen for their Enlisted Fleet Marine Force Warfare 
Qualification. 

INDIA COMPANY 

On 07 June 2006, India 2 and India 5 conduct a cache sweep IVO 
Honeycomb Building. The cache sweep was complete by morning of 08 June 
2006. The following ordnance was found and destroyed: eleven (11) 30mm 
anti-aircraft rnds, fifteen (15) anti-aircraft projectiles, six (6) 
160mm rnds, nine (9) 122mm rnds, eight (8) 155mm rnds, two (2) shape 
charges, two (2) gallons of fuel, twenty five (25) base stations, and 
twenty (20) cell phones. On 09 June, while in an over watch position, 
India 3 received one (1) RPG and intense small arms fire resulting in 
one (1) friendly WIA. India 2 conducted CASEVAC and took the WIA to 
Charlie Med. WIA was put on light duty and returned to the company. On 
10 June, two (2) Marines were awarded the Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal. Also, ECP North received one (1) round of indirect 
fire resulting in no casualties. On 14 June, India Company assumed 
tactical control of OP Horea. By 15 June, India Company completed Reset 
the Force classes. On 17 June, India Company turned over tactical 
control of ECP North to the Army. On 23 June while on a census patrol, 
India 1 engaged an unknown number of MAMs with AK-47s. During the fire 
fight, India 1 received one (1) RPG. There were no friendly casualties 
during the engagement. No enemy BDA was. conducted. Later that day, post 
6 at OP Horea engaged (1) MAM observing the post with binoculars on 
Pope St. No BDA could be determined. Later, OP Horea engaged a white 
truck on Pope St. with MAMs who were observing the post with 
binoculars. The truck egressed, no BDA was conducted. On 24 June, a 
truck stopped in the middle of 296 and started to off load 55 gallon 
drums, post 1 and post 2 engaged. The truck egressed north on Y Rd. As 
it egressed, three (3) 55 gallon drums fell out of the truck. Later 
that afternoon, local children came and rolled the drums away. On 25 
June, Stingray 6 and India 6 conducted a leaders recon of the Ramadi 
Hospital. On June 26, post 4 of OP Horea engaged two (2) MAMs at A St. 
and West Graves St. that were carrying an RPG and observing the post. 
MAMs fled west and no BDA was determined. The same MAMs later returned 



to the same location with the RPG and post 4 engaged again. MAMs fled 
west and no BDA was determined. Soon afterwards, Post 4 engaged two (2) 
MAMs with weapons moving on the 3rd deck of the Gay Palace. Upon 
engaging, there were secondary explosions. Could not determine what 
caused the explosions. On 27 June, post 1 atOP Horea engaged a fire 
truck with .50 cal attempting to move west on Michigan from 296. Once 
engaged, the fire truck suffered a mobility kill and caught fire. It 
remained at 296. On 29 June, India 2 was ambushed IVO Islamic bank 
causing six (6) WIA. Kilo 3 conducted CASEVAC to Charlie Medical. The 
patrol then egressed back to OP Horea. Approximately twenty (20) 
insurgents continued to engage OP Horea for the next two hours. During 
the engagement the Forward Air Controller at OP Horea conducted one 
Close Air Support engagement on the Gay Palace consisting of one AGM 65 
Laser Maverick. Insurgents continued to engage the OP. Three GMLRS were 
dropped on Gay Palace, Air Craft Carrier West and the Tank Hole 
Building (one GMLR on each) . Once all fire ceased, a BDA was not 
conducted due to the threat of another ambush. On 30 June, OP Horea 
received small arms fire from the 4th deck of the Gay Palace. Post 5 
returned with ~.56 and 40mm. No BDA could be determined. Later OP Horea 
received four (4) rnds of indirect fire by the south wall. There were 
no casualties. Later, India 5 mobile engages four (4) MAMs with AK-47s 
south on West Graves St. 

KILO COMPANY 

Kilo Company continued with enduring tasks of site security on 
the Government Center and OP Horea during the month of June (OP Horea 
TOA with India Company took place on 14 June). All patrols during this 
month were conducted at night in attempts to ambush IED emplacers and 
triggermen. During the last week in Ju_ne, Kilo Company conducted 
counter IED patrols in the northern and southern portions of the AO in 
order to allow for greater flexibility and maneuverability of units 
operating around the Government Center. 

During the month of June there were multiple engagements with 
small elements of insurgents around the Government Center during night 
time hours. Attacks consist of SAF, IDF and RPG fires. On 10 June an 
enemy probe element was engaged in the Ministry of Health compound. 
During that same night additional enemy forces were engaged in the 
vicinity of the Swiss Cheese building and on Rasheed Alley (Est 6 
EKIA). On 13 June enemy mortar rounds struck Post 10. On 14 June two 
(2) rounds IDF impacted on Government Center roof. Also on 14 June OP 
Horea was transferred to India Company along with India 1, a platoon 
that was transferred to Kilo earlier in the deployment. On 18 June, two 
(2) rounds IDF impact to the south of Post Charlie at the Government 
Center. On 27 June a squad size enemy element in the Min. of Health 
compound attacked the Government Center. All southern facing posts 
engaged the MAM' s, no BDA. On the last day of the month, 30 June, a 
fire team size enemy element in the Ghost Hotel and the Min. of Health 
compound engaged the Government Center, all east and south facing posts 
returned fire, no BDA. 

LIMA COMPANY 

The first week of June found the company conducting counter IED 
ambushes in the vicinity of checkpoint 295. On 01 June, Lima 4/1 killed 
two (2) insurgents emplacing an IED. EOD arrived on scene and recovered 
the IED and located another IED in the vicinity. The following day Lima 



4/1 engaged one insurgent, resulting in 1 EWIA, as he was softening the 
pavement with fire to allow the emplacement of an IED. Also during that 
week OPVA was engaged by SAF on 04 and 05 June. Towards the end of the 
week Lima 2 had set in three squad sized counter IED ambush positions 
in and around the intersection of Racetrack and Tower road. On 06 June 
Lima 2/3 was engaged by 300 rounds of small arms fire, but was unable 
to obtain positive identification and did not return fire. The 
following day, Lima 2/1, while still sitting in ambush, was engaged 
with 6 rounds of small arms fire but was unable to engage before the 
insurgent fled. Later in the day they positively identified and killed 
one insurgent moving with an AK-47. 

08 through 17 June saw the company conducting numerous SVCP's 
along MSR Michigan, as well as collecting census data on numerous homes 
within the company's AO. In addition the company focused its patrolling 
in the D3, D5, D6, and D7 sectors. On 12 June Lima 1/2 conducted an 
assessment of the Women's and Children's hospital, and dropped off 
three water coolers and medical supplies. 

The third week of June found Lima Company continuing counter IED 
ambushes and SVCP's along MSR Michigan. On 19 June Lima 4/3 was 
conducting a counter IED ambush when they were attacked with 20 rounds 
of small arms and an RPG. Lima 4/3 could not locate where the fire came 
from and did not return fire. They took one routine casualty who 
extracted with the patrol the following day for treatment. 

On 25 June, Lima 2 was conducting three squad-sized patrols just 
south of the Euphrates River. Lima 2/2 and 2/1 had linked up together 
to patrol back to OPVA, and were engaged by 1 RPG round. They PID the 
insurgent on the roof and engaged with 5.56mm, but could not determine 
BDA. OPVA was engaged on 26 June with 4 rounds of small arms fire but 
could not PID a shooter. The following day OPVA received 10 rounds of 
small arms fire from their south, they PIED two insurgents with AK-47's 
and returned fire with 5.56mm and 40mm HEDP. 

On 28 June Lima 2/3 was in a counter IED ambush in the vicinity 
of Alley and Tower road, and was engaged with an RPG and small arms 
fire, but could not return fire. Later in the day they killed one 
insurgent moving with an AK-47 moving towards their position. Lima 2/2 
also engaged and killed an insurgent as he attempted to engage their 
OP. Lima 2/3 was engaged again with an RPG, but could not PID the 
shooter. They were then engaged with 2 accurate rounds of small arms 
fire, 1 of which impacted and cracked the ballistic glass that was on 
their post. Later that night, Lima 3/1 was extracting Lima 2/2 and 2/3 
in the vicinity of Ice Street and Prince Street when it was hit by IED 
on Rte Michigan, resulting in a mobility kill on one of its vehicles. 
Lima 3/1 held security until combat train towed the vehicle away. 

WEAPONS 

Weapons Company continued to be the Battalions primary maneuver 
element during the month of June. Weapons Company conducted numerous 
cordon & searches and snap VCPs while conducting an average of three 
(3) security patrols per day. Clearing IEDs ·with Task Force Dagger 
(Army Engineers) was also a high priority. The barrier plan and 
security posture was improved at ECP South with the help of 3/8 
Engineers due to the increase in the enemy threat on fixed sites and 
ECPs. 

Early in June the company was fielded with the new Electronic 
Counter Measure (ECM), the Chameleon. Initially, the company had 
serious interoperability problems with communication equipment and 



additional vehicle strain. After load set changes, changes to the set 
up of the comm. equipment, and operator ingenuity the interoperability 
was greatly improved making the system workable. 

During the evening of 09 June, the company sent (3) sections to 
operate in the southern portion of the AO. While conducting their 
patrol, 2nd Platoon 'B' Section was engaged with an RPG. After hitting 
the deck behind the last vehicle, the RPG detonated underneath the rear 
of the vehicle. The detonation ignited the vehicle, catching it on fire 
while the Marines were still mounted in the vehicle. 

Immediately after the RPG shot, the section was engaged by small 
arms fire and medium machine gun fire from the'east. The section gained 
fire superiority with heavy amounts of small arms, medium machine gun, 
and heavy machine gun fire while the passengers from the burning 
vehicle were recovered safely. 

During and after the initial engagement the other two (2) Weapons 
Company sections in the AO screened for 2nd Platoon 'B' Section and the 
recovery effort led by Weapons 6 and the QRF. Due to the swift actions 
of the company there were only two (2) Routine FWIA. The vehicle was 
recovered and all equipment were accounted for. 

On 21 June, Wpns Co sustained another FKIA. While conducting a 
snap VCP in the northeast section of Ramadi, (1) Marine from 3rd Platoon 
'B' Section was struck by one sniper round from the north. The section 
immediately cordon & searched buildings were the shot was thought to 
originate, but was not able to positively identify (PID) the shooter or 
find evidence of the shot. They then retrograded to Charlie Surgical. 

The next day, 22 June, a complex attack was carried out on (2) 
Scout Sniper teams that were in support of Wpns Co. Both teams were 
engaged by RPGs, small arms and medium machine gun fire and called for 
an immediate extract. Wpns COC launched 1st Platoon 'A' Section to the 
snipers position. As the snipers of Team 2 exited the building to load 
on the MTVR's for extract an IED was initiated outside of the building 
they had been occupying. The IED blast resulted in (1)FKIA and (5) 
FWIA. The extracting section from Wpns Co recovered all personnel, 
gear, and equipment from the site and conducted the medevec to Charlie 
Surgical 

The other Scout Sniper team was extracted by 1st Platoon 'B' 
Section with the support of the company's Armor platoon. During their 
extract the armor was in engaged with RPG's and small arms but could 
not PID the origin so did not return fire. 

H & S 

The month of June began with a big push for end-of-tour awards 
throughout the company. Throughout the month, headquarters wrote and 
edited numerous awards for Marines and attachments deserving 
recognition for a job well done. 

Starting on 01 June and continuing to 15 June, each section 
conducted the uReset the Force" training. This training consisted of 
10 classes, including a new requirement to cover Values Training. All 
classes where conducted at a section level due to the operational 
tempo, except the combat stress class which was given by the Medical 
officer. 

The Camp Mayor completed several projects on Camp Hurricane 
Point. HESCO installation was completed and six sectionals in the 
recreation room were fabricated for temporary billeting. Additionally, 
the platoon from India attached to Kilo moved out of the uboat house" 
and new racks and A/Cs were added in preparation for a platoon from 



Lima to move in. The Company Gunnery Sergeant installed over 50 new 
A/C units throughout the Camp and repaired numerous others. 

On 22 June, Scout Sniper Team 2 was in an overwatch position. 
They began receiving RPG and small arms fire. Since their position had 
been compromised, they called for an emergency extract. When weapons 
arrived they exited the house and were moving down an alley when an IED 
exploded amongst the team. Weapons conducted an immediate medevac to 
Charlie Surgical on Camp Ramadi. The explosions resulted in (1) KIA 
and (5) WIA. Three of the five WIA were transported to Germany and 
then to Bathesda, while two remained in country. 

During the last week of June, the 1/6 PDSS was on deck The PDSS 
consisted of the 1/6 Battalion Commander, Battalion XO, S-2, S-3, S-4, 
S-4A, and all five company commanders. The spent three days with their 
counterparts from 3/8 and departed Hurricane Point on 29 June. 

The Temporary Holding Facility had less activity than in previous 
months. They processed a total of twenty four (24) detainees, twelve 
(12) of which were sent up to the RDF. 



DATES 

01 JUN 06 

01 JUN 06 

06 JUN 06 
07 JUN 06 

09 JUN 06 

09 JUN 06 
10 JUN 06 
12 JUN 06 
14 JUN 06 
16 JUN 06 
17 JUN 06 

18 JUN 06 
20 JUN 06 
21 JUN 06 

22 JUN 06 

25 JUN 06 
25 JUN 06 
26 JUN 06 
26 JUN 06 

27 JUN 06 

27 JUN 06 
28 JUN 06 
29 JUN 06 
29 JUN 06 

29 JUN 06 

30 JUN 06 

Command Chronology 01 JUL 06 to 30 JUL 06 
Section III: Sequential Listing of Significant Events 

EVENTS 

LIMA 4/1 ENGAGES TWO INSURGENTS EMPLACING IED. TWO 
(2) EKIA 
COMPLEX ATTACK ON OP HOREA. ONE (1) LMAV ON GAY 
PALACE. 
LIMA 2/1 ENGAGES 'ONE AIF WITH AK-47. ONE (1) EKIA 
INDIA COMPANY FINDS AND DESTROYS LARGE CACHE AT HONEY 
COMB BUILDING 
WEAPONS ATTACKED WITH RPG WHILE ON PATROL. RPG 
IGNITES GAS TANK OF HMMWV AND COMPLETELY DESTROYS 
VEHICLE. TWO (2) FWIA 
INDIA IS ATTACKED WHILE IN OVERWATCH. ONE (1) FWIA 
ENEMY PROBE ELEMENT ENGAGED BY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
LIMA 1/2 ASSESSES WOMEN'S AND CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL 
INDIA COMPANY ASSUMES TACTICAL CONTROL OF OP HOREA 
EPLRS SYSTEM INSTALLED AT GOVERNMENT CENTER 
INDIA COMPANY TANSFERS TACTICAL CONTROL OF ECP NORTH 
TO ARMY 
TWO (2) ROUNDS IDF LAND ON ROOF OF GOVERNMENT CENTER 
EPLRS SYSTEM INSTALLED AT OP HOREA 
WEAPONS COMPANY ENGAGED BY SNIPER WHILE CONDUCTING 
SVCP. ONE (1) FKIA 
COMPLEX ATTACK ON SCOUT SNIPER TEAM. ONE (1) FKIA, 
FIVE (5) FWIA 
PRC-148 LOST. INCIDENT REPORT SUBMITTED 
LEADERS RECON OF THE HOSPITAL 
1/6 PDSS ON DECK 
OP HOREA ENGAGES SMALL GROUPS OF AIF SVERAL TIMES AS 
THE REPEATEDLY TRY TO MANEUVER ON THE OP. NO BDA 
OP HOREA ENGAGES FIRE TRUCK TRYING TO ENTER BARRIER 
PLAN 
SQUAD SIZE ELEMENT ATTACKS GOVERNMENT CENTER 
LIMA 2/3 AND 2/2 ENGAGE TWO INSURGENTS. TWO (2) EKIA 
1/6 PDSS DEPART HURRICANE POINT 
INDIA 2 AMBUSHED AT ISLAMIC BANK, SIX (6) FWIA. OP 
HOREA PROVIDES SUPPORT AND ENAGAGES ENEMY. FIRE 
FIGHT LASTS OVER TWO HOURS. ONE (1) LMAV AND THREE 
(3) GMLRS EXPENDED. 
SIX (6) AIF PID EMPLACING IED AT INTERSECTION OF 
TOWER AND OIL ROAD. AIR OFFICER CONTROLS FIXED WING 
20MM GUN RUN ON AIF. FOUR (4) AIF KIA 
OP HOREA RECIEVES FOUR (4) ROUNDS OF INDIRECT FIRE. 
INDIA 5 (MOBILE) ENGAGES FOUR (4) AIF ON WEST GAVES. 
NO BOA 



Enclosures 

Command Chronology 01 JUN 06 to 30. JUN 06 
Section IV: Supporting Documents 

(1) "'Rocket Man' Rocks Insurgents in Ramadi" Cpl. Joseph Digirolamo, 
June 14, 2006. www.usmc.mil 
(2) "Americans, Iraqis push into area of Ramadi" Antonio Castaneda, 
June, 2006. Associated Press 

MARES Reportable Equipment: 

TAMCN NOMENCLATURE AUTH ONHAND QTY DEF 

A0067 AN/MRC-148 5 9 0 
A0425 M-DACT 11 11 0 
A0918 AN/PSC-5 1 1 0 
A1225 EPLRS NETWORK MAN 0 2 0 
A1935 AN/MRC-138 0 5 0 
A1955 AN/MRC-142 2 1 1 
A1957 AN/MRC-145 7 7 0 
A2042 AN/PRC-150 8 13 0 
A2043 MBITR URBAN VER 0 92 0 
A2044 MBITR ~RITIME VERS 120 7 113 
A2068 AN/PRC-117F 8 6 0 
A2069 AN/PRC-113 (V) 3 0 4 0 
A2070 AN/PRC-119/A 139 68 0 
A2074 AN/VRC-88D 0 21 0 
A2075 AN/VRC-89D 0 2 0 
A2078 AN/VRC-92D 0 4 0 
A2079 AN/PRC-119F 0 46 0 
A2152 AV/VSQ2C (EPLRS) 15 20 0 
A2167 AN/VRC-88 59 14 0 
A2168 AN/VRC-89 50 1 1 
A2169 AN/VRC-90 2 -2 6 
A2505 SB-3614 (V) /TT 0 2 0 
A2508 SWITHING UNIT TELEPHONE 3 1 0 
Ai3100 AK648/U 17 24 0 
B0012 A/C 1800BTU/HR 60HZ 1 1 0 
B0589 EXCAVATOR, ACE 1 1 0 
B0730 MEP-016B GENERATOR 9 10 6 
B0891 MEP-803 GENERATOR, ·10KW 9 11 0 
B0953 MEP-805 GENERATOR, 30KW 1 4 1 
B1021 MEP-806 GENERATOR, 60KW 1 2 1 
B1580 SIXCON FUEL MOD 2 2 0 
B2085 SIXCON FUEL TK 4 2 1 
B2460 TRACTOR, FULL TRACK 1 1 0 
B2462 TRACTOR, FULL TRACK D7G 0 1 1 
B2483 LOADER BACKHOE CAT420D 1 1 0 
B2561 EXTENDABLE BOOM FORKLIFT1 1 0 
B2566 TRUCK, FORKLIFT 4000LBS 1 1 0 
B2567 TRACTOR, ARTICULATING 2 1 0 
D0001 UAH .TRUCK UTILITY 4X4 138 137 0 
D0003 AMK 23 30 26 0 
D0004 AMK 25 6 6 0 
D0880 M149 WATER TRAILER 6 8 0 
D1001 TRK AMB,ARMT,HMMWV M997 2 2 0 



D1002 SOFT TOP HMMWV, M1035 3 3 1 
D10',73 TRUCK, DUMP, MTVR 2 2 0 
D1125 TRK HMMWV TOW CARRM1045 4 4 4 
D1158 TRK CARGO, HMMWV M1123 45 67 0 
Dl159 TRK ARMT HMMWV M1043 0 15 0 
D1213 MTVR WRECKCER/MK36 2 1 0 
E0180 CIRCLE AIMING M2A2 4 5 0 
E0207 CML, M98A1 8 8 0 
E0330 AN/UAS-12C A/C 8 8 0 
E0915 SMAW MK153 21 21 0 
E0935 LAUNCHER TOW, M220E4 8 8 0 
E0980 MACH GUN, CAL .50 M2 30 26 0 
E098~ MACH GUN, 240G 7.62MM 85 53 0 
E0994 MACH GUN, 40MM MK-19 30 30 0 
E1065 MORTAR, 60MM, M224 9 12 0 
E1095 MORTAR, 81MM, M252 8 8 0 
E1460 RIFLE, SNIPER M40A3 0 9 0 
E1475 RIFLE, SNIPER .50 CAL 0 2 0 
E1911 TOW TEST SIGHT/ TSM-152 2 2 0 
E1912 TOW TEST SIGHT/ TSM-140B2 1 1 
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•Rocket Man• Rocks Insurgents in Ramadi 
Marine has effectively fired 24 rockets using the Shoulder-Launched 

Multi-Purpose Assault Weapon or ~MAW during combat operations in Ramadi. 

By U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Joseph DiGirolamo 
1st Marine Expeditionary Force 

RAMADI, Iraq, June 14, 2006 - The crack of in·surgents 
firing rounds overhead sends him into action to find his 
target and neutralize It - fast. The Marine assesses multiple 
enemy targets approximately 400 meters away. He sights 
in. His finger steadily squeezes the trigger as a single shot 
jets from his rocket launcher. The explosion rocks the earth 
as the perfect hit is rewarded by the now silenced enemy 
courtesy of the "Rocket man. • 

/: .. ptiri:l1~ ~ihj~~t e~~rY. ¢~gag~~~nt. he J:las . 
.: stopped .~~~~y fire by:de~troyirig ins,~rgelit.s .; 
>tield 'liJ{ iri ~ bt,~ilc!lng: .Witho~ttlesitation h~ . · 
'j;a·s-~~pbs~~ hitrl~e!f 't_o;:en~my fire numerous. 
: tif.nes'in.P.rCiefto e~~cute"m·v: h"item and help 
.; his~ feiiow · Marines~·-· • · ' · · 

., li.s. Mai:iiie 1st Lt. Carlos M •. Goetz 

"My Instructor had the same last name as me and he was 
always pushing me to be bet1er," said Mason. "On SMAW 
ranges I took everything very serious as If I were in combat." 

While the SMAW system Is effectively equipped with a 
technologically advanced optical device and 9mm spotting 
rifle, Mason prefers the old-school method when aiming.in 
on his targets, even in the dark. 

"I prefer the iron sights. I don't use a scope or the spotter," 
said Mason. "In this type of environment you don't always 
have time to use those things." 

One night during an attack on the Government Center, 
mortar teams launched illumination rounds to give Mason 
enough light to see his target. However, the objective was 
not the only thing the flare illuminated; it also exposed 
Mason's position on the roof. Insurgents spotted him and 
rounds came flying his way. That night he fired four rockets 
in heavy contact to repel the attack. 

"It's not difficult to fire. It's the loud explosion going off right 
''They are calling me 'Rocket man' because of all the rockets next to you that's hard to deal with," he said. "People 



I've fired since we have been here," said Lance Cpl. Richard 
M. Mason II, of Medina, Ohio. "It's an adrenaline rush to be 
the guy firing the rocket during a firelight." 

Mason has accurately fired 24 rockets in combat and his 
teammates have dubbed him appropriately. 

The 21-year-old assaultman with K Company, 3rd Battalion, 
8th Marine Regiment has become a vital asset in the 
ongoing battle against the insurgency in the capital of AI 
Anbar province. 

"During almost every engagement he has stopped enemy 
fire by destroying insurgents held up in a building," said 1st 
Lt. Carlos M. Goetz, 2nd platoon commander. "Without 
hesitation he has exposed himself to enemy fire numerous 
times in order to execute my intent and help his fellow 
Marines." 

"Twenty-four is an awesome fe.at. He has become very 
proficient at his job," said Goetz, 29, from Miami, Fla. 

Mason decided to follow his grandfather's footsteps by 
joining the Marine Corps in October of 2003. So far during 
his enlistment, he traveled with 3/8 to the Caribbean in 2004 
and participated in Operation Secure Tomorrow in Haiti. He 
battled the insurgency in Fallujah in 2005 and now, on his 
second tour to Iraq, he is helping to improve the security 
conditions in Ramadi. 

His weapon is a portable anti-armor rocket launcher known 
as the Shoulder-Launched Multi-Purpose Assault Weapon 
or SMAW. When fully loaded, this 30-pound weapon can 
destroy bunkers and other fortifications during assault 
operations. It even has the capability to bring down battle 
tanks. 

In 2004, Mason attended the School of Infantry after 
graduating boot camp. This is where he learned to become 
efficient with his favorite weapon system. The mixture of 
class room instruction and live fire proved to be the perfect 
recipe for Mason's growing skill. 

anticipate the recoil but there is none and as far as the 
explosion you just have to learn to deal with it." 

In another situation, K Company Marines at the Government 
Center began exchanging machinegun fire with insurgents 
May 2. The insurgents managed to burrow themselves 
inside a well fortified building which made it harder for the 
Marines to eliminate the threat. Mason was ordered to fire a 
rocket at the building from the rooftop. He scrambled to the 
rooftop again exposing himself to incoming fire, his 
teammates laid down suppressive fire and he launched a 
rocket at the building. 

"His quick reactions possibly saved the lives of his fellow 
Marines. You only get one opportunity to shoot it," said 
Goetz. "It leaves a big signature so you need to be on 
target." 

Cpl. Jeremiah A. Hendricks, an operations clerk for the 
battalion, met Mason during their deployment in Haiti. 

"I'm impressed by what he's done. It motivates me to know 
his skills are being used well in battle," said Hendricks, 23, 
from Atlanta, Ga. "It takes a lot of courage to be exposed to 
enemy fire so many times." 

Hendricks is one of many of Mason's fellow comrades who 
say he is an outstanding Marine and asset to the platoon. 

"He displays a lot of maturity and is always willing to do the 
job," said Goetz. "He's an advantage to our platoon and the 
Marine Corps benefits from having him in their ranks." 

"It makes me feel good when they specifically call for my 
name over the radio when they need to send a rocket down 
range," said Mason. "I feel like a real asset." 

--<!-.'-: 
~Printer-friendly Version 

§~Email A Copy 



Americans, Iraqis push into area of Ramadi 
ANTONIO CASTANEDA 
Associated Press 

RAMADI, Iraq- The U.S. military fired on suspected militants from an AC-130 gunship above the insurgent 

stronghold of Ramadi on Monday while hundreds of U.S. and Iraqi troops punched into an eastern section of 

the violent city. 

The military drive was the latest step by the combined force to strengthen its presence in neighborhoods that 

have been no-go zones controlled by the Sunni-led insurgency. 

The AC-130 SpeCtre gunship fir(;3d on a gang of suspected insurgents in the initial hours of the operation, 

U.S. commanders on the ground said. Six men were thought to have been killed, and sporadic exchanges of 

gunfire between U.S. troops and insurgent snipers echoed during the first hours of the push. 

No U.S. casualties were initially reported. 

U.S. troops throughout the eastern Ramadi neighborhood peered over rooftop parapets of commandeered 

homes in temperatures that soared well above 100 degrees, watching for insurgent reconnaissance teams 

posing as pedestrians. 

A handful of children rode by on bicycles and a few civilians roamed the largely empty streets. The city was 

unusually quiet as troops watched out for "peekers," residents who might be peering out of windows as 

spotters for insurgent gunmen. 

Marine specialists from the Air Naval Gunfire Liaison Company stayed in radio contact with pilots in F-18 

Hornet jets soaring overhead. The fliers, responding in scratchy radio reports, monitored residents near U.S. 

positions. 

The operation, launched to establish a new outpost about a half-mile deeper into the Mulaab neighborhood, 

was intended to install U.S. and Iraqi troops solidly in a troublesome area where insurgents have frequently 

attacked. 

Many of the two- and three-story villas in the middle-class neighborhood are laid out in rows, which allowed 

insurgents to escape by running across adjacent rooftops after setting off roadside bombs. 

"It's one of the first steps to moving into areas of the city that have not had a large coalition or Iraqi presence 

for a long time, if ever," said Col. Sean MacFarland, commander of the 1st Brigade, 1st Armored Division, 

which oversees the city 70 miles west of Baghdad. 

Soldiers also searched dozens of homes, uncovering weapons caches and equipment used to make 

roadside bombs. One resident was arrested after a cell phone was found charging in his home. There have 

been no telephone communications in Ramadi since insurgents destroyed cell phone towers and the local 

phone center. Cell phones can be used to trigger roadside bombs. 

Munitions were also found in a soccer stadium where battles have often erupted. Soldiers said the bombs 

were kept nearby so that insurgents could quickly target routes often used by U.S. vehicles. 



"We're in a place right now where typically fighters would have been coming through here," said Capt. Joe 

Claburn, 29, of the 1st Battalion, 50 6th Regiment, 101 st Airborne Division. "But right now we're sitting and 

looking down all these alleyways, so the enemy can't use them." 

A mosque that had been taken over by insurgents was also seized by Iraqi troops, Claburn said. Residents 

had stopped going to the mosque, he said. 

Soldiers expected that insurgents would eventually fight back in this city so dangerous that large swaths go 

unpatrolled. 

Residents told U.S. soldiers that they had no electricity for three days and complained that children would 

miss exams. Loudspeakers on U.S. Humvees instructed residents to stay in their homes. Most people did. 

U.S. troops conducted a similar operation Sunday, erecting two outposts in the southern half of the city to 

allow Iraqi soldiers to begin patrolling an area that has rarely seen any U.S. or Iraqi forces. 

Commanders said the move Sunday wasn't the precursor to a rumored offensive to drive insurgents from 

Ramadi - but rather an "isolation" tactic to prevent the fighters from receiving arms and reinforcements. 

American forces already controlled other routes into the city, and the construction of the two outposts on the 

south side suggests U.S. and Iraqi commanders are taking a gradual approach to what some call the capital 

of the insurgency. 






